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time of this adventure was only twenty years of age) to
the seashore, and now parted with him most regretfully,
having hoped at one time that he would settle in his
country as his son-in-law. In spite of regrets, however,
the Indians had a happy time, for the grateful English-
men entertained them lavishly before sailing away to
renew their buccaneering exploits.

Some 9 or 10 miles distant from the mouth of the River
Concepcion, where the reunion between Wafer and
Dampier had taken place, there were the cays or islets1
now known as the San Bias or Mulatas archipelago.
These were formerly a famous haunt of English and
French pirates, and here Dampier and his companions
found at anchor eight pirate ships, four of them English,
one with a mixed crew of English and Dutch, and three
of them French. These vessels were assembled to concert
plans for marching overland and taking Panamd. But
after questioning Dampier and his party the pirate captains
decided that it would be best to go with all the fleet to
Sant' Andreas or St. Andrews, a small uninhabited island
lying to the south of old Providence Island. Sant'
Andreas was, with its attendant islets, the most southerly
of three groups of cays, islands, and sandbanks in the
Caribbean Sea, which lie at an average distance of about
140 miles from the Mosquito coast of Nicaragua. The
centre group was the once famous Providence Island.
Sant' Andreas was celebrated in those days for its forests
of " cedars'* (in reality a species of juniper). These
" red cedars" are described by Dampier as being the
largest he ever knew or heard of, with trunks from 40
to 70 feet long between the roots and the bifurcation of

1 The word cay (Spanish* cayo; American-English, key] is used to indicate an ex-
posed coral reef or low flat coral islet, a flat sandy islet or shoal.